
 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

                                                                        8/7/19 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, H. Anderson and G. Stetson 

 

ABSENT: A. Kinahan and J. Noyes 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.    Maple Street: 
Mr. Hurley reminded the Board that proponents of the Medical Marijuana Dispensary had 

contacted Building Commissioner, Michael White, and the Electrical Inspector to get a hookup for 

an additional trailer for this property.  Mr. Hurley stated that Mr. White had informed the 

proponents that the special permit process could not even begin until such time as the Attorney 

General’s office has approved the bylaw that was voted at the Annual Town Meeting.  

 

Mr. Hurley stated that Attorney Rob Pellegrini had submitted a draft copy of the proposed road 

improvements to him and Mr. White showing what they are going to do. He stated that the 

proponents really want to get this done before the Attorney General even approves the bylaw.  Mr. 

Hurley stated that it is illegal to do anything before they get that approval.  

 

Mr. Stetson stated that he wants to see a completed roadway before he would agree to any releases.  

He reported that proponents have already hooked up the trailer on the site to the utilities without 

any permit or approvals given by Mr. White.  He noted that the trailer is also currently occupied. 

Mr. Hurley stated that he would notify Mr. White of the current violation.  He noted that Mr. White 

is very good about following the bylaws, backing up the Planning Board and standing firm when 

there is a conflict.  

     

2.   The Farm: 
 Mr. Hurley stated that he had spoken to the Building Commissioner and told him that he could not 

sign off on this subdivision until the Planning Board does so. Mr. Stetson stated that there are 

money problems with the owners.  He stated that the sidewalks and roadways are complete but the 

loam still must be completed.  He also stated that ninety (90%) percent of the base course is in.  He 

reported that Larry Silva has done most, if not all, of the bounds.  He also reported that Watson 

Construction had spread some of the loam on the remaining lot and moved it all to the front of the 

lot.  Mr. Anderson stated that Bob Fox should be doing all of the seeding, but the owners have been 

doing their own yards just to get them done. Mr. Stetson noted that the residents are also putting 

down their own lawns.  Mr. Anderson noted that the loam now being brought onto the site is a 

much better quality than the loam brought in earlier in the project.   

 

Mr. Hurley reported that he received a copy of a letter sent to Mr. Fox from Jonathan DesJardin 

who stated that it appears that no regard has been given to the list of issues and concerns that was 

hand delivered to Mr. Fox on May 1, 2019 at a Planning Board meeting. He noted that Mr. Fox is 

just rushing and slapping in work so he can get that last lot released. He asked if Mr. Hurley would 

pass this on to their onsite guy who does the review of the work that has been done.  Mr. DesJardin 

also provided this list so that the work is done per the plan and work that has been completed does 

not have to be ripped up and re done after the fact. He noted that the following items include, but 

are not limited to:  
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1. Wheel Chair ramps still not installed in locations per drawings, wheel chair ramps not  

per drawing details, 

 

2. Loam is being spread on top of the gravel but no gravel was removed in the grass strip   

between the curb and sidewalk so the loam depth is not deep enough. 

 

3. No consideration is being taken into affect to blend grades between back of sidewalks  

                  and existing lawn grades. This should be a continuous slope, not just loam thrown in    

                  place, and 

 

4. Loam that was installed over a month ago near mailbox was never seeded and is all 

weeds now. The weeds will need to be removed and this area seeded. Residents really 

hope loam is seeded as its spread going forward.  Mr. Fox is responsible for this and he 

has had the whole spring to do this work. 

 

Mr. Desjardin also stated he wants to see this project completed quickly, and per the drawings, and 

not have to come back for a long punch list.  A copy of the list sent in previously was reviewed and 

filed to become part of the permanent record.  Mr. Stetson stated that the home owners need to file 

a class action suit against Mr. Fox. 

 

3.     Sunset Avenue Extension:   
Mr. Stetson reported that the contractor had been on the site knocking down trees, but had stopped 

in the middle of it.  He noted that the curbing was in however, there was no concrete behind it.  Mr. 

Anderson noted that they no longer have to do this.  Mr. Stetson stated that it must be done at the 

seams at least. Mr. Hurley noted that he had tried to visit the site, but there were so many adults, 

kids and dogs wandering around that he couldn’t access it safely.  Mr. Stetson noted that if he had 

not been informed that work had started by one of the neighbors, he never would have known that 

anything was going on.    

 

4.   Luke Estates: 
Mr. Stetson reported that three (3) of the lots at the above subdivision are under construction.  He 

noted that one (1) foundation was poured, one (1) was framed and the third lot had the footings in.  

He noted that a lot of fill will be needed for the garages.  He also noted that the retaining walls are 

bigger than any he has seen before. Mr. Stetson stated that even more fill will be needed for the 

septic systems and for the walk out basements.  Mr. Anderson stated that they should all have walk 

out basements. Mr. Hurley stated that there is also a knee wall constructed along the rear of the 

property. 

  

5.   Grace Church: 

Mr. Hurley reported that the Grace Church has requested to operate a Coffee Shop from the site on 

West Center Street. He noted that on Saturday, there was a funeral held at the site and when the 

liquor store owner came in to open his business, there were no parking spaces left. Mr. Hurley 

stated that he had reminded the Building Commissioner that the Board had set conditions for the 

site plan review that was done on September 19, 2018.  He noted that the conditions included the 

following: 
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1. Adequate parking for the other businesses: thirteen (13) spaces for the Liquor Store and 

five (5) spaces for the restaurant, 

 

2. No parking is allowed on West Center Street or North Elm Street, 

 

3. Access and egress allowed only on North Elm Street, 

 

4. Only right hand turns allowed from West Center Street, and 

 

5. The site will be limited to one hundred and thirty three (133) seats. 

 

In addition, it was mutually agreed to have movable parking signs and for them to be in place at all 

hours that the Coffee Shop and Church events are open. 

 

As to the Coffee Shop, Mr. Hurley noted that they must adhere to the septic system limitations and 

for them to be reviewed and approved by the Board of Health.  He also noted that proponents will 

need a common victual’s license from the Board of Selectmen.   

 

6.   Shaw’s Plaza: 

Mr. Hurley reported that he had spoken to Building Commissioner, Michael White, regarding the 

large amount of trash that has been dumped along the access road off of Copeland Street.  He stated 

that it is a huge mess of junk.  Mr. Hurley suggested that it might be helpful if the owners installed 

cameras capable of getting license plate numbers in order to prosecute the ones that are doing the 

dumping.  Mr. Hurley reminded the Board that keeping this area clean was part of the conditions of 

approval that was given to the Shaw’s owners.  It was noted that this property was sold recently 

and the new owners would now be responsible for keeping this area trash free.  He noted that they 

have done nothing except fence off the area in the back of the buildings to keep people out. 

 

A Motion (HA) was made to send a letter to the Building Commissioner advising him of the 

conditions of approval from the Planning Board and to hold off on giving any permits for this plaza 

until the access road has been cleaned up.  Second (GS).  Vote:  Unanimous of the three (3) 

members present. 

 

7.   Rules and Regulations Forms: 

The Town Clerk requested that the Board update their Rules and Regulations Forms to include an 

area for applicants to print their names clearly as these are sometimes hard to distinguish.  The 

Board agreed that they have no problem updating the forms.  

 

8.   Laptop Replacement: 

At the meeting on 6/5/19, Mr. Stetson suggested that the Board request a new laptop computer to 

replace the one currently being used by the Board’s secretary. It was reported that this computer 

was purchased back in June of 2010.  It was noted that due to the age of the laptop, the technology 

is very outdated and it has become unreliable.  The Board voted to send a letter to Ed Sarro to 

request that he purchase a new laptop for use by the Board’s secretary. 
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Mr. Hurley read Mr. Sarro’s response into the record.  Mr. Sarro noted that the funds that were 

approved at the town meeting were for the upgrade of the infrastructure only and that there were no 

provisions built into the Article for any new equipment.  He also noted that the money was very 

close and he might even have to dip into his own budget to finish the upgrade. Mr. Sarro stated that 

he could not help the Board with their request.  

 

Mr. Stetson stated that the cost of laptops has come down significantly and suggested that the 

Board see about purchasing one on their own from Best Buy or a similar store.  Mr. Hurley stated 

that due to supply contracts any purchase would have to be made through the Town vendors. The 

Board has asked the secretary to look into it and see what they could get and from where and report 

back to the Board. 

 

9.   Subdivision updates: 

  

B.C. Way: 

The Board is waiting for paperwork to be submitted to request acceptance of the 

subdivision and the release of the surety.  

 

Elm Terrace: 
The Board is waiting for paperwork to be submitted to request acceptance of the 

subdivision and the release of the surety.  

 

Green Meadows:   

No further updates as to the DPW review of the roadways.      

  

Lamp Post Estates: 

It was noted that there has been nothing started on this subdivision.  It was reported that one 

of the owners came in to get the form for the Covenant since it was not filed with the 

original submittal.  It has not been submitted.       

          

Meadow Spring: 

The Board is waiting for paperwork to be submitted to request acceptance of the 

subdivision and the release of the surety.  

       

10.   MAIL: 

Brockton City Council public hearing 8/21/19, re: zoning changes. 

Easton ZBA public hearing 8/20/19, re: special permit, 16 Kimberly Drive. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 8/7/19, re: sp/variance, 494 North Bedford Street. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 8/7/19, re: variance, 9 Holly Lane. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 8/7/19, re: variance, Wireless Facility, 51 Plymouth Street. 
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Mail continued: 

E. Bridgewater Planning public hearing 8/19/19, re: special permit, 494 N. Bedford Street. 

Raynham ZBA public hearing 8/1/19, re: site plan, 22 Paramount Drive. 

Raynham ZBA public hearing 8/15/19, re: zoning map amendments. 

W. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 8/20/19, re: variance, 31 Norman Avenue. 

Expense Control report of 7/24/19. 

Expense Ledger report of 7/24/19. 

 

11.   A Motion (HA) was made to pay the secretary payroll. Second (GS).  

        Vote:  Unanimous of the three (3) members present. 

         

12.   The minutes of 7/17/19 were accepted and filed. 

 

13.   The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 


